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manners, more than any edicts, checked the ferocity
of French duelling.

Another measure attracted little attention, though
it was the formal assumption of what has since be-
come one of the most important functions of govern-
ment. Correspondence by letter was comparatively
rare; a considerable proportion of the population
could not write, business relations were little ex-
tended, the Parisian shopkeeper sent one letter
where his successor, the great merchant, now sends
a hundred; the difficulty and expense of communi-
cating1 with remote towns kept correspondence
within narrow bounds. Still there was a necessity
for some means of communication, but the State
had not as yet assumed the task of furnishing it,
As far back as the reign of Louis XL, a service had
been organised of messengers travelling on horse-
back, but their duties were confined to carrying
despatches of the Government to different parts of
France, or to its representatives abroad. By a
curious regulation, the University of Pads acted as
general postman; to it was granted the exclusive
right of supplying messengers to carry letters,
money, and packages to various parts of the king-
dom, The privilege was of some value, and, in
1630, royal messengers began to carry letters for
private persons. This duty was at first intrusted to
certain officials who purchased their positions, and
received for themselves the profits to be made. The
Government derived its gain from the sale of the
offices, but this measure led to a change of far more
importance, and thirty years later the Governmentn of hn op|mnentn. Theob*
